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terrible storm, and many ships are wrecked in the
lower St. Lawrence; it is reported that 3,000 corpses
are strewn along the shore. ‘' But the most lamen-
table thing in this shipwreck is that, inasmuch as
they have all died in heresy, these are so many souls
that are damned.”” The outcome of this unfortunate
expedition is ascribed to the miraculous protection
of Canada by the celestial powers, who were con-
tinually invoked by masses, prayers, penances, etc.

Germain now mentions the affairs of the missions.
One of the greatest obstacles to the conversion of the
heathen is the neighborhood of the English heretics,
whose influence on the savages is most injurious.
Their machinations have ruined the Iroquois mission,
reopened in 1702. The various missions conducted
by the Jesuits are enumerated by Germain, and their
present status is briefly indicated. Besides those on
the St. Lawrence, there are three in Acadia, one at
Michillimackinac, and three in Illinois.

The Quebec college is admirably conducted;
Germain praises the ability and intelligence of the
French-Canadian boys who are pupils there. He
outlines the work done by the Fathers who reside in
the Jesuit houses at Quebec and Montreal. An
epidemic prevalent in Canada this year has caused
many deaths; among the victims are numbered
Jacques Bigot and two lay brethren, Jacques Boussart
and Benoit Lucas. Two other Fathers die soon
afterward, from diseases caused by their hardships
and privations in missionary labors — Claude Aveneau
and Antoine Silvy. Upon all these, the superior
bestows due praise and commemoration.

CLXXXVII. A letter (dated November 9, 1712)
from Gabriel Marest to a brother Jesuit in France,



